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Paclitaxel Albumin Bound(Abraxane) 

  
General information 

 Abraxane is a chemotherapy drug given IV. Abraxane is used to treat advanced breast cancers that have not 

responded to other chemotherapy treatments or for breast cancers that recur (comes back) within 6-months of 

treatment. Abraxane is also approved for non-small cell lung cancer and pancreatic cancer.  Abraxane is given 

over 30 minutes and is repeated every 3 weeks.                                   

 

Food & Drug Information: Review your current medications with your doctor and pharmacist. This includes 

prescription and non-prescription medications, vitamins, and herbal supplements.  

 Possible side effects 

Fever and/or chills, fatigue, 

bleeding 

Abraxane can reduce the number of white blood cells, or blood-clotting cells 

(platelets) and red blood cells in the blood. Tell your doctor if (1)Your temperature 

goes over over 38°C (100.4°F); you suddenly feel unwell, even with a normal 

temperature; you have symptoms of an infection (this can include feeling shaky, a sore 

throat, a cough, diarrhoea or needing to pass urine a lot). (2) You have any bruising or 

bleeding you can’t explain (nosebleeds/ bleeding gums/blood spots/ rashes on the 

skin); (3) If the number of red blood cells is low, you may be tired and breathless. Tell 

your doctor or nurse if you feel like this. 

Numbness, tingling, and/or 

burning sensation in the 

hands and/or feet 

(neuropathy) 

These symptoms occur often with Abraxane and will usually get better or go away 

before your next treatment. Your doctor and nurse will ask you about any numbness, 

tingling, or burning that you may be experiencing. Occasionally we may postpone a 

dose of Abraxane or lower the dose to protect you from nerve injury. 

Hair loss 

Complete hair loss almost always occurs with Abraxane. This hair loss includes the 

eyebrows, eyelashes, and pubic hair, as well as the hair on your head. Hair loss can 

occur suddenly after treatment has begun, but usually starts 14-21 days after your first 

treatment with Abraxane. 

Mouth and/or lip sores 

Some patients may develop redness, thin shiny areas, and/or sores on their lips and/or 

mouth. These symptoms can occur a few days after treatment with Abraxane and 

usually decreases or disappears within one week. Talk with your nurse about ways to 

prevent or reduce your chances of developing mouth and/or lip sores. If you are having 

difficulty eating, drinking, and/or swallowing due to pain in your mouth, lips or throat 

or you see white raised patches in your mouth (thrush) please let your doctor or your 

nurse know. 
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Joint and muscle pain 

This is a common side effect that can occur a few days after receiving Abraxane. 

Warm, moist soaks or lying in a tub of warm water may be helpful. You may take 

Tylenol (acetaminophen) as directed. If these suggestions are not helpful notify your 

doctor or nurse. 

Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea 

Some patient’s may experience these side effects. You will receive an anti-nausea 

medication prior to your treatment with Abraxane and will be provided with a 

prescription for anti-nausea medication to take at home as needed. If these medications 

don’t help your nausea or vomiting, let your doctor or your doctor’s nurse know. 

Diarrhea will usually disappear without treatment. But if you have 3 or more watery 

bowel movements in a 24-hour period let your doctor or your nurse know. It is 

important to keep yourself well hydrated. Increase the amount of fluids that you are 

drinking and have Imodium (loperamide, anti-diarrhea medication) available at home. 

Vein irritation 

Abraxane can be irritating to the tissues surrounding your vein if it leaks out of the 

vein. Symptoms would be discomfort, redness, irritation, and swelling. If you notice 

anything unusual at the needle site either during or after your treatment, tell your 

treatment nurse right away. 

It’s important to let your doctor know straight away if you feel unwell or have any severe side effects, 

even if they’re not mentioned above. 

Reference: Treatment and Chemotherapy Administration Resource For The Adult Patient.. Cancer Maine Medical Center.  

 


